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ARRL

ARRL Membership Forum - Mikey Baker, NAMB, ARRL Director — Southeastern
Division

ARRL is the National Association for Amateur Radio®. No other organization works
harder to promote and protect amateur radio! At this session, you’ll hear from
representatives on several key areas of membership interest including ARRL initiatives
to engage more youth in amateur radio, free ARRL membership for students, volunteer
efforts and opportunities throughout the Southeastern Division, and an update on the
2026 ARRL National Convention which will hosted by the Huntsville Hamfest.
Participants will include ARRL President Rick Roderick, KSUR, and Director of
Marketing and Innovation Bob Inderbitzen, NQ1R. Members and prospective members
are all welcome!

ARRL AL Section and ARES Meeting — Denis Littleton, K4DL

Vendors

Elecraft Update with Q&A - Including the K4 and its Latest Features and Updates
Eric Swartz, WAGHHQ, is Elecraft's Chief Operating Officer, a co-designer of Elecraft's K4, K3S,
K2, and other Elecraft products, He co-founded Elecraft in 1998 with Wayne Burdick, N6KR.
Licensed for over 51 years, his early interest in Amateur Radio led him to a career in electronic
design and management. In his forum Eric will provide an update on the K4, including the K4/0
and the remote system. There will be a Q&A at the end!

The Connections of the DR-2X - John Kruk, N9UPC, Yaesu National Sales
Manager

This presentation done by Yaesu, throughout different events in the year, delves into the
connections that can be made with the DR-2X with WIRES-X, IMRS, and analog connections.

Chameleon Antenna Portable Antennas for Outdoor Adventures — Steve Krumm,
KV4AN

The presentation will focus on Chameleon Antenna portable antenna products that
support outdoor adventures, such as POTA, SOTA, camping, RVing, hiking,
backpacking, and other outdoor adventures. This forum includes its own prize drawing!

Aurora - 500 Watts on HF is the new Barefoot! — Flex Radio
This forum will focus on the newest Flex Radio product — a fully integrated SDR
transceiver with power supply, tuner and a 500-watt amplifier!

3D Printing — GigaParts
3D printing has become an important part of many amateur’s tool kits. This forum will
focus on the latest in 3d Printer technology. This forum includes its own prize drawing!



Organizations

Alabama Repeater Council - Grady Evans, WAGLE
Joint MARS Meeting

Technical Forums

Youtubers Group

Come and meet some of your favorite YouTube ham radio celebrities. Many of the people you
watch every week will be present at this meet and greet panel forum to talk about their channels
and answer your questions.

Lightning Research in Huntsville — Monte Bateman, PhD, WB5RZX

NASA's Marshall Space Flight Center and the University of Alabama in Huntsville (UAH) are
home to one of the top lightning research groups in the world. We study basic physics of the
lightning process, its relationship to storm severity, and help with lightning protection for our
nation's space program. In addition to basic and applied science, we also design and build
cutting-edge instrumentation that allows us to make unique measurements to study
thunderstorms. We now have multiple Geostationary Lightning Mappers (GLMs) in orbit, on the
GOES satellites, including the newest GOES-19. This gives us lightning mapper coverage over
nearly half the Earth. The GLMs were developed here in Huntsville; they add lightning
information to the GOES satellite photo loop images and are becoming important in weather
forecasting and warning. We also have the Lightning Imaging Sensor (LIS) aboard the ISS, and
it has been working well now for over 3 years. Come see the state-of-the-art in lightning
measurements and how much of it comes from Huntsville!

Lightning Protection for Hams — Monte Bateman, PhD, WB5RZX

Protect your shack and your tower! With a lot of anecdotal grounding discussions generating
more heat than light, here’s a solid approach to the best protection practices and the theory
behind how and why they work. Learn how a lightning flash occurs and how to convince it to go
elsewhere!

Kit Building Techniques for Success — Joe Eisenberg, KONEB

A look at the best tools and techniques to help beginners through experienced builders have the
best chance at success when building a kit. Joe will go over low-cost tools and the correct type
of solder to use, how to sort and identify your parts, and will touch on things he has found
available at the hamfest.

Operating 10 GHz Microwave — Ben Lowe, K4QF
Interested in getting your feet wet operating the microwave bands? This forum will cover how to
effectively operate in the 10 GHz band. This forum will also show how 10 GHz stations are built.

Beyond 10 GHz — Ben Lowe, K4QF

This forum will cover how to get involved with 24, 47, and 78 GHz. Many microwave operators
stop at 10 GHz, but there is way more room to operate on the higher bands. Test equipment will
be on site for those wanting to do station checks.

Arduino and Microcontrollers — Going the Distance — Glen Popiel, KW5GP
Discover how to add remote control to your microcontroller projects. Learn about the various RF



modes and methods available to microcontrollers, including Bluetooth, Bluetooth LE, LoRa,
WiFi, and mesh networking. Learn the features and advantages of each, and how to choose
between them to create your own remote-control projects.

BalloonSats, Taking Amateur Radio to New Heights with High Altitude Balloons -
Bill Brown, WBSELK

Bill Brown is one of the most knowledgeable experts in balloon launched ham radio. This forum
will discuss how he accomplishes taking amateur radio to new heights on high altitude balloons.
Weather permitting there will be a live balloon launch following this forum.

Young Hams — The Future of Dxpeditioning, Gregg Marco, W6IZT

The Pacific Island DX Group (PIDXG) in partnership with Youth on the Air (YOTA) are
undertaking an ambitious project to involve young hams in DXpeditioning. The first Dxpedition
was the successful trip to Rotuma Island in November 2024 with a team of six, including a multi-
national contingent of three first time Dxpeditioners. In October 2025 we they head for Saba
Island as PJBY with a team of nine young first time Dxpeditioners. Gregg W6IZT will share the
details of this exciting project, and perhaps some insight into what the future holds in store.

Solar Systems for Ham Radio — John Kalotai, N1OLO, Hamsource

This informative forum will discuss the basics of getting started with solar power. Topics
covered will include types of solar panels, controllers, and batteries. All of this is backed
up with the math you need to determine the size of system for you needs.

The PowerPole Forum — John Kalotai, N1OLO, Hamsource

This forum explains PowerPoles, how they are assembled, and gives some hints and
tips for good connections. This is followed by a session of hands on where participants
can use various tools to assemble PowerPoles.

Adult Soldering 101 — Matthew Sager, KI4AJZ, Gary Dion, N4TXI, Joe Eisenbreg,
KONEB, and Kevin Hibbs, KG4TEI

Want to get into kit building but don’t know where to start? Then this class is for you. This
hands-on class will cover more than which end of the soldering iron to hold and give you tips on
how to be successful assembling kits. During the glass the students will build a kit to take home
with them. Three sessions of the class will be offered, one with an SMD kit, and two with a
through hole kit. It is recommended, but not required, to take the Kit Building Techniques for
Success forum offered by Joe Eisenberg, KONEB. If interested please sign up at the
information booth. This is a first come, first serve event with limited space.

Meteor Scatter Communications: The Science Behind the Pings— Dr. Rob Suggs,
NN4NT

NASA Astronomer Dr. Rob Suggs will discuss the basics of communications using meteor
ionization trails. He will describe the sources of sporadic and shower meteoroids, the physics of
the scattering of HF and VHF radio signals, and the focus of the HamSCI community on meteor
shower QSOs this year.

National Weather Service and Skywarn — Robert Boyd, KC5ZJO

Senior forecaster, Robert Boyd will be discussing how the NWS uses ham radio operators and
the SKYWARN program to enhance their forecast. If you participate in weather nets or provide
storm spotting this will be a great forum to attend.



Beginning Morse Code V2 - Keith Ford, K4AKEF & Jerry Poplin, KF4BOE

Think you might be interested in learning morse code? Join us as we discuss the fun you can
have and resources that can help (or hurt) on your journey. Some of the things we will discuss:
Koch vs Farnsworth, straight key vs iambic paddles, keyers, decoders, CW, Morserino32, QRP,
POTA/SOTA/IOTA, Long Island CW Club, LCWO, phone apps, and more.

How to Choose the Antenna You Need Using EZNEC — Bob DePierre, K8KI
Choosing the right antenna can be daunting. Do you pick the easiest to erect, the highest gain,
the most directional, or maybe a multi-band antenna. This forum will explore different options
from an engineer's view using antenna modeling software.

High School Weather Balloon: A Cautionary Tale — Chris Brown, PH.D., W9SBS
Just sit right back and you'll hear a tale, a tale of a fateful trip. It started from ASCTE, and ended
somewhere over DeKalb County. Come learn about high school radio club projects, amateur
radio weather balloons, and lessons learned.

VHF/UHF Weak-Signal Operating: The World Beyond FM and Repeaters — Chris
Arthur, NV4B

Do you have or are considering buying an all-mode VHF/UHF radio, but currently only operate
FM simplex and repeaters or digital voice? Learn about the weak-signal modes such as SSB,
CW, FT8, and MSK144 as well as some introductory contesting and roving information in a brief
presentation, followed by an open discussion forum and Q & A.

Georgia State Parks on the Air 2025 — Claude Ray, AC4SH

This forum will discuss results of the 2025 Georgia State Parks on the Air event, plans to add
another event in the fall of 2025, and changes for the 4th annual event. This forum will also
cover basic Parks on the Air (POTA) operations and how we have had great participation in our
state POTA celebration.

National Amateur Radio Alliance — Disrupting the Status Quo — Mikel Turner,
W40PS

There is a new national association bringing fresh energy and innovative ideas to amateur radio.
The National Amateur Radio Alliance (NARA) is a growing nonprofit focused on engaging
operators, strengthening clubs, and advancing amateur radio across the country. Learn about
our key focus areas, upcoming initiatives, and how we’re helping shape the future of the
amateur radio community. Come learn, connect, and see what's next. We’re not just here —
we’re here to lead, and we’re just getting started.

AMSAT Forum — Tim Cunningham, NSDEU

Learn what is new in the world of amateur radio satellites and how we deal with constantly
moving satellites and the effects of Doppler Shift in real time. Learn how to determine if a
satellite is actively working. Understand how easy it can be to operate on the Amateur Radio
Satellites with minimal equipment. Join us to be a part in sharing ideas to expand the
knowledge.

ARISS: Celebrating our 25th Anniversary of Continuous Operations on the ISS —
Frank Bauer, KA3HDO, Jim Reed, NABFR, and Tanya Anderson, KD9BQZ

The ARISS team will describe our latest accomplishments, including the successful operations
in the Fram2 Dragon Capsule with Private Astronaut Rabea Rogge, the first mission to orbit the
Poles. We will also describe our new capabilities that are on the horizon, including our progress
on ARISS 2.0, our vision for more extensive capabilities for youth and hams!



The Sun and the lonosphere: What Hams Need to Know — Dr. Lisa Shier, N3WQL
Short description: HF propagation is dependent on the state of the ionosphere. This talk will
describe the basic science of RF propagation in the ionosphere and how the sun influences the
state of the ionosphere.

POTA Planning, James Mon, KES8PZN, Ham Radio Adventure Guy
Getting ready for a POTA can be a real challenge. James will describe how to plan to have a
successful POTA event.

What is Meshtastic, Steve Smith, KM4CJ

This forum will cover the basics of Meshtastic, the popular new communication mode used by
hams and non-hams alike. This forum will focus on how to use Meshtastic and will include a
live demo.



